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As stated by the Association of Child Life Professionals; “The Child Life Practicum is 
designed as an introductory experience for individuals interested in pursuing a career in child 
life. Through experiential learning and observation of Certified Child Life Specialists®, child 
life practicum students begin to increase their knowledge of evidence-based, 
developmentally-appropriate interventions including therapeutic play, preparation and 
education that support and reduce fear, anxiety and pain for infants, children, youth and 
families as they cope with the stress and uncertainty of illness, injury and treatment. Through 
these experiences, child life practicum students will enhance their knowledge of the child life 
profession and investigate the process of applying child life and developmental theory to 
practice.   

While the Association of Child Life Professionals (ACLP) does not require specific practices or 
protocols for child life practicums at this time, and child life practicums are not currently 
accepted to establish eligibility for the Child Life Professional Certification Examination, ACLP 
encourages child life practicum programs to follow these recommendations set forth in 2013 
by the ACLP Practicum Task Force,” (Association of Child Life Professionals, 2013.) 
 

Flying Horse Farms works to provide a comprehensive practicum-level experience under the 
supervision of their full-time certified child life specialist. The child life practicum student will 
gain exposure to the facets of the child life profession within an alternative child life setting, 
both within FHF’s medical center and throughout camp. Outlined below are the Child Life 
Practicum Recommended Standards as recommended by the Association of Child Life 
Professionals, and the ways in which FHF’s achieves those standards.  

 

The FHF child life practicum student will have the opportunity to observe FHF’s full-time 
certified child life specialist assess and engage campers with various medically complexities 

and developmental abilities in therapeutic play, procedural education and support, grief 
support interventions, new diagnosis education and processing, psychosocial response calls, 
and child life programming. As deemed appropriate and under the supervision of the CCLS, 

the student will be given the opportunity to engage in practicum-level, play-based and 
developmentally supportive interventions. 

 

“The child life practicum is largely an observational experience with child life practicum 

students beginning to engage in independent play and developmentally supportive 

interventions with infants, children, youth, and families as deemed appropriate by the 

supervising Certified Child Life Specialists® (CCLS),” (Association of Child Life 

Professionals, 2013.) 
 



 
 

 

 

“The child life practicum student will be supervised by a CCLS who has achieved a minimum of 

2,000 hours of paid work experience in the field.  The supervising CCLS must be currently 

practicing in the field of child life; however, the setting of the child life practicum could 

vary,” (Association of Child Life Professionals, 2013.) 

 
Rebecca Gordon, MA, CCLS, will serve as the supervising certified child life specialist for the 
clinical practicum at FHF. She has been certified since 2019, worked in inpatient/outpatient 

pediatric healthcare settings, served as chair of the ACLP’s Education and Training Committee 
and as an identified subject-matter expert in the Internship Readiness project. She currently is 

employed in a clinical child life capacity full-time at FHF. 

 

“The child life practicum encompasses a minimum of 100 supervised hours. The child life 

practicum experience may include a combination of practicum hours being completed in no more 

than two different settings given each setting builds upon and strengthens a child life 

practicum student’s continual development and growth as a CCLS,” (Association of Child Life 

Professionals, 2013.) 

 The FHF practicum student will complete 300 supervised hours under the supervision of 
FHF’s full-time CCLS. The practicum will take place on-site at FHF both within the medical 

center and addressing psychosocial needs throughout camp. 
 

“Child life practicum hours should be completed in an appropriate setting that provides the 

child life practicum student with the opportunity to observe and learn from psychosocial 

interventions that assist infants, children, youth, and families coping with the stress and 

uncertainty of illness, injury and treatment. Approved settings can include: 
 

Pediatric in-patient units including critical care units and in outpatient areas including 

emergency departments, radiology and imaging, specialty care clinics, behavioral and 

rehabilitation, Community outreach programs, Private practice, Hospice services and home 

health, Camps for children with healthcare needs, Private medical and dental practices, 

Services to children of adult patients,” (Association of Child Life Professionals, 2013.) 

The FHF child life practicum will take place under the category “Camps for Children with 
Healthcare Needs.” Students will be exposed to the role of a CCLS within the camp setting 

and its medical center. 
 



 
 

 

 

”The child life practicum includes observation opportunities for students to explore the 

following theory and interventions related to child life practice: 
 

Child life assessments 

Developmental theory integration 

Therapeutic play interventions 

Rapport building,” (Association of Child Life Professionals, 2013.) 

 
The FHF child life practicum student will gain skills related to child life assessment through 

observational learning, discussions, implementing play-based activities, and verbal and 
written assignments. They will have opportunities to establish rapport building skills 

throughout the duration of the practicum experience with interactions among campers, 
families, volunteers, and staff members. They will introduce therapeutic play interventions 

among children 8-17 years old, and collaborate with psychosocial, medical, operations, and 
other camp team members. Additionally, they will complete a variety of verbal and written 
assignments that will include child life assessments and the integration of developmental 

theory.  
 

The child life practicum student will have the opportunity to complete a variety of learning 

assignments prior to, during, and after camp sessions are completed. The student will receive 

in-services and discussions on relevant topics from various team members, complete weekly 

journal assignments, reading assignments, and other educational assignments deemed 

beneficial by the supervising CCLS. These assignments will include but are not limited to; 

article reviews, goal establishment, journaling, developmental assessments, internship KSA 

linking, mock interviews, practicum-level final project, and other assignments deemed 

appropriate by the supervising CCLS. 

 
 

The child life practicum learning experiences include activities and assignments that allow 

the child life practicum student to begin to apply and integrate knowledge and theory 

application for future clinical practice and help to initiate the development of a personal 

philosophy of child life practice. These learning assignments should include: 
 

Journaling 

Educational in-services and discussions 

Specific and structured readings, (Association of Child Life Professionals, 2013.) 

 

Any questions can be directed to Rebecca Gordon, MA, CCLS at 

rebecca@flyinghorsefarms.org 

mailto:rebecca@flyinghorsefarms.org

